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State-Owned & Managed Lands (Including State Forests)
It is illegal to:
• hunt or possess any fi rearm or bow in any wildlife refuge or possess any fi rearm, 

air gun, slingshot or bow in any state park, state fi sh hatchery, or within 100 yards 
of any state campground or picnic area (except as posted open to deer or small 
game hunting) unless it is unloaded and enclosed within a carrying case, or in the 
case of a bow/crossbow, unstrung or enclosed within a carrying case. 

• pursue, drive or chase animals on lands under the ownership or control of the DNR 
that are closed to hunting.

• build or use a ground blind or any elevated device on lands owned or under the 
control of the DNR unless it does not damage the tree and it is completely removed 
from the property each day at the close of hunting hours. This also includes lands 
enrolled in the Managed Forest Law (MFL) and Forest Crop Law (FCL) programs, 
however this does not apply to the owners of land enrolled in the program or those 
who have the landowner’s authorization. All tree stands and ground blinds that 
are not occupied shall have the owner’s customer ID number or name and address 
attached in a manner that is visible and legible to a person on the ground. Note: 
Ground blinds may be constructed entirely of dead vegetation found on the prop-
erty and do not need to be removed from the property each day. 

• New in 2008, it is illegal to use a ground blind on lands owned or under the control 
of the DNR during any open season or special hunt for hunting deer with fi rearms 
unless the outside of the blind displays a minimum of 144 square inches of 
material that is solid highly visible color commonly referred to as blaze orange, 
or fl orescent blaze orange, that is visible 360 degrees around the blind. Note: 
Blinds used for waterfowl hunting are exempt from this rule.

• damage trees on state-owned lands including MFL and FCL lands.
• possess any loaded or uncased fi rearm or air gun while within the exterior bound-

ary of state-owned lands posted with department signs in Dane, Dodge, Fond du 
Lac, Jefferson, Juneau, Kenosha, La Crosse, Milwaukee, Outagamie, Ozaukee, 
Racine, Sauk, Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha and Winnebago coun-
ties or on state forest lands in the Kettle Moraine or Point Beach state forests, state 
recreation areas or on state trails established on abandoned railroad grades, except 
as follows:
1. while engaged in hunting in accordance with the open seasons listed in this pam-

phlet or the small game or migratory bird regulation pamphlets. 
2. while shooting at an established target range (this is the only target shooting 

permitted on state lands).
• operate any vehicle, including, but not limited to, snowmobiles, bicycles, trail 

bikes, and all terrain vehicles on lands owned or under the control of the DNR, 
except where their use is authorized by posted notice or permit or in the case of 
Managed Forest Law and Forest Crop Law lands, authorization of the landowner. 
This prohibition does not apply to public roadways and trails held open to the 
public for the type of vehicle being operated. 

• camp on any state lands except in designated campgrounds unless a special camp 
registration permit is obtained from the DNR prior to setting up camp.
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