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Long-tailed Weasel
(Mustela frenata)

Short-tailed Weasel
(Mustela erminea)

Least Weasel
(Mustela nivalis)

Description

Although members of the weasel family vary in
size and color, all usually have small, long, slender
bodies, with short legs, elongated heads, short,
rounded ears and short moderately fine fur {Fig.
1).
In summer, the weasel’s fur is dark brown, the
underside is whitish tinged with yellow extending
into the inner sides of the fore and hind legs, and
often on the underside of the neck and chin. Male
weasels are distinctly larger than females. The

long-tailed and short-tailed weasels {or ermines)
have a black tip on their tails, while the least
weasel lacks the black tip. The long-tailed weasel
is the longest and may reach a length of 17
inches. The short-tailed weasel is rarely longer
than 13 inches and the least weasel is only 8.1
inches (Fig. 1) in length,

In winter, the fur is entirely white, except for the
black hairs on the tail, which persist in winter. The
molt from summer to winter fur is gradual; it is not
uncommon fo find weasels with mixed white and
brown coats late in fall and early spring.
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