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Description

Red foxes are 3-3.5 feet
in length, trim, long-legged,
and built for speed. Adults
usuaily weigh 9-12 pounds,
but appear much larger due to
their thick, full coat of fur. The 15
inch tail s bushy, almost cylindrical in
shape, and characteristically is tipped with white.:
A long snout, large, erect ears, and yellow eyes with
narrow pupils give the fox an appearance which has
undoubtedly contributed to its reputation for cunning and
craftiness.

Red foxes vary in color from deep, russet red to sandy
blonde. The legs, feet, and back of the ears are usually
black. Underparts such as the chin, throat, and belly are
white.

Black, silver, cross, and other color phases occasionally
appear in Wisconsin red foxes. Silver foxes have black
hair tipped with white. Cross foxes bear a dark brown
strip that extends from the head down the center of the
back, and is transected by another stip which reaches
from shoulder to shoulder. One or more pups in a litter
may exhibit a particular phase, or several color phases
may appear in the same litter.

Reproduction

Male and female foxes begin to travel together in pairs
during mid-December, but often do not breed until mid-
January. Juveniles are sexually mature at about 10
months of age, and breed 3-4 weeks after adults become
sexually active. Approximately 89% of the adult females
and 59% of the juvenile females produce a litter.

The red fox’s gestation period is 53 days in length.

An average litter consists of 5-6 pups which are born
during mid-March. Abandoned burrows constructed by
badgers or woodchucks are often enlarged and used by
foxes as natal dens. Some foxes give birth to litters in
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brush piles or rock piles,
Approximately 11% of all
Wisconsin dens are communal,
meaning that foxes from more than
.1 family share the same den site.
ae«- A female may move her litter to an
"7 alternate den site {usually located within
1 mile of the current denning area) if she is
disturbed. Fence rows, pastures, farm fields,
or woodlots with loose soils are preferred denning
habitats.

Red fox pups are 6-8 inches long at birth, and weigh
3.5-4.0 ounces. The pups’ eyes open when they are
about 9 days old. By the time that young foxes are
weaned at 8-10 weeks of age, they weigh approximately
3.5 pounds. Both parents help to feed the pups when
they are old enough to eat solid foed. At 3 months of
age, young foxes begin to accompany their parents on
hunting expeditions. Family ties start to diminish when
juveniles are 4-5 months old, but they do not leave their
parents’ home range until they are 7-8 months of age.

Food

Red foxes eat a wide variety of foods, but show a
preference for small and mid-sized mammals such as
mice and cottontails. Plants and insects are often eaten
during spring and summer (Table 1}. Depending upon
the time of year, up to 72% of the total volume of a fox’s
diet is composed of cottontail rabbits, making them the
single most important food item of Wisconsin foxes, Red
foxes also consume shrews, squirrels, songbirds,
pheasants, ducks, grasshoppers, garbage, carrion, fruit,
grass, grain, and other items.
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