Wisconsin Department of Matural Resources i
Bureau of Wildlife Management

PUEL-WM-157 =55

February 198
Description

Opossums are about the size of a domestic cat five toes to each foot, but the first toe on the hind
but have shorter begs, heavier bodies, long scaly food is large and thumblike, resembling 2 human
tails, round, naked ears and conically shaped thumb. The tail is prehensile, which allows the
heads with pointed snouts. The sparse fur of the opossum te grasp objects like a hand. The
opossum s long and coarse with a light gray external fur-ined abdominal pouch or marsupium
grizgled appearance. Males may measure up to 36 is one of the features that make the opossum the
inches in length (Including a 11 to 14 inch tail) only Morth American marsupial, a relative of the
and welgh & to 12 pounds, Females are shorter Australian kangaroo,

and walgh betwesn 4 and 7 pounds. They have
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